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No Smok ng day

Pollution Detective
Challenge



Your Mission Today
Complete 5 challenges

 Uncover 3 big clues
 Protect wildlife in Wales



Team Seagull 
Scouts

Team Eco
Eagles

Team Puffin
Protectors



What are the top 5 most
littered items in the UK?



1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Guess the Top 5 Littered Items in the UK?



1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

the Top 5 Littered Items in the UK

Cigarette butts/packaging
food wrappers & Packets
Drinks bottles/cans
Fast-food packaging
Vapes/vape packaging



Cigarette butts and vape litter

The Biggest Litter
Problem in Wales Is…



No Smok ng day
A day for healthier futures in Wales

YOUR ideas and voices are important

We’re celebrating



Paper: Wrapped
around the tobacco

What’s in a cigarette?

Tobacco: Inside the cigarette. 

Filter: A small plastic
part at the end of the
cigarette, which is
one of the biggest
environmental
problems.



How many chemicals in a cigarette?



Over 7000



Which of the following chemicals
are found in cigarettes? 



Arsenic
Found in rat poision



Used in food (like on chips)

Table Salt



Formaldehyde
Used to kill germs and keep things 

from rotting (like dead bodies).



Benzene
Found in petrol fumes and bug sprays



tar
Road surfaces



vitamin C
Found naturally in fruits and vegetables



Ammonia
Found in strong cleaning products like toilet cleaners.



Milk
The stuff you have on your breakfast cereal



cigarette filters
Filters Are More Harmful Than People Think

the filter



the Tobacco
Companies said

Filters trap harmful chemicals
Filters make smoking safer
Filters protect lungs



the truth
Filters are plastic
They don’t protect lungs
They pollute for years



How many cigarette
butts fit inside?



guess the number of butts
How many butts do each of these containers hold?

McDonals's Cup (Reg)



guess the number of butts
How many butts do each of these containers hold?

crisp packet



guess the number of butts
How many butts do each of these containers hold?

Pringles Tube



guess the number of butts
How many butts do each of these containers hold?

McDonals's Cup (Reg)

Holds 375 butts



guess the number of butts
How many butts do each of these containers hold?

crisp packet

Holds 420 butts



guess the number of butts
How many butts do each of these containers hold?

Pringles Tube

Holds 700 butts



How Big Is the
Problem in Wales?

Butts are found on 8
out of 10 streets
One butt can pollute
200 glasses of water

This was in cardiff!





Animals at risk
Animals mistake butts for food
They can choke or get sick
Plastic filters pollute habitats







Decompose means:
 👉 How long something takes
to break down and disappear



Which disappears first?



Which disappears first?



Which disappears first?



Which disappears first?



Which disappears first?



Which disappears first?



4 weeks 6 weeks

paper
towel

banana
peel

15 years

cigarette
butts

30-40 years

disposable
Nappies

quickest to
break down

50
years

tin cans

1000s of
years

vapes

slowest to 
break down



what about Vapes?

Plastic takes hundreds of years to
break down
Batteries can leak
Batteries can cause fires
Wildlife can be harmed



Why It's Important
One vape could be lying around for over 600+
years - that’s almost as long as a castle has

been standing in Wales!



Solving the Mystery
Cigarette butts are the most common
litter
Filters are plastic pollution
Wildlife suffers
Vape waste lasts for centuries



Team Seagull 
Scouts

Team Eco
Eagles

Team Puffin
Protectors



pollution pledge
I promise to protect nature
I will keep parks and beaches clean
I will always bin litter
I will help Wales stay smokefree



For more information on smoking
or vaping visit: ash.wales


